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Outing Report 
 
Hi-Desert Rig 
Runners 
Written by Orin 
Gilbertson 
 
Viva Las Vegas 
 
The Hi-Desert 
Rig Runner 
outing for April 
was held at the Southwest Regional WIT Rally 2009, April 16 
-19, at the Oasis Las Vegas RV Resort in Las Vegas, NV.  The 
Gilbertson’s, Gorges’, Kojder’s and Sansone’s met at the Las 
Vegas Outlet Center near the Resort so we could go into 
together and be parked together.  To our surprise, the sites 
were pre-assigned but they turned out to be close together.   
 
Registration was held in the Ballroom where we signed up for 
the different activities available for the weekend.  Three of the 
four couples headed for Silverton Casino for dinner and the 
evening while Orin and Clare headed down town to pick up 
their daughter and son-in-law for the evening.  We didn’t hear 
about any big winners but we all enjoyed dinner at the 
Silverton.  
 
Friday started with a breakfast cooked and served by the 
Arizona group followed with seminars presented by Paul 
Smith of 3 T’s and Keith Shomaker of Redlands Truck and 
RV Center.  Several of us purchased equipment for our tow 
cars which will keep us safe on the “Winnebago Highway”.  
We all enjoyed looking at the several new motorhomes on 
display provided by Findley RV.  The Friday afternoon Slot 
Tournament kept many of our members busy in the afternoon 
but none was a big winner.  Orin got a hole in one in the Golf 
Tournament.  

Saturday morning 
Chapter members 
participated in the 
Cavalcade of Sports 
and in the afternoon                                                           

several of Bean Bag 
Baseball teams.   
Orin tied for second place 
in the Cavalcade of 
Sports.  Paula and Robert 
were on the Official 
California Team playing 
for the Brownie Trophy 
but California didn’t win.  
Nevada’s team won the 

States Bean Bag Baseball and took home the revolving trophy.  
Other members played on the four “Other” teams.  Orin’s 
team came in first place among the other teams and Judi’s 
team came in second. In addition to the ‘sporting’ events, we 
attended several seminars during the morning.  Saturday 
afternoon after the bean bag baseball games the Chapter had a 
social and Chapter meeting at the Gilbertson’s coach.  Guests 
at the meeting were Jack and Judy Mainville.  Joining the 
Chapter at dinner Saturday evening were: Virgil and Nettie 
Moss, Doug and Diane Mether and Jack and Judy Mainville. 

                                                                                              
After a 
Sunday 
morning 
pastry, the 
Sansone’s 
and Gorges’ 
headed              
home to  
  Participate 
in that 
dreaded 
subject 
‘work’.  

Kojder’s stayed on at the Oasis Las Vegas RV Resort for a 
few additional days and the Gilbertson’s continued on their 
extended summer trip. 
 
Contact: Tryna Morton, tmorton744@verizon.net, 
951.845.9343 
Happiness is a voyage not a destination. 
There is no better time to be happy than NOW! 
Live and enjoy the moment. 



   
                                          
            Minutes of Hi-Desert Rig Runners Meeting 
                                April 18, 2009 

  
           Oasis Las Vegas RV Resort, Las Vegas, NV 

 
Call to Order :  The meeting was called to order by Vice 
President Augie Sansone at 3:14 pm on April 18, 2009.  Augie 
then led the 
Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
Members 
Present:  
Robert and 
Paula Georges, 
Orin and Clare 
Gilbertson, 
Frank and 
Deanna Kojder, 
Augie and Judi 
Sansone 
Guests Present:  Augie introduced our guests Jack and Judy 
Mainville of Huntington Beach, CA  
Minutes of Previous Meeting:  A motion was made by Clare 
and seconded by Judi to accept the Minutes as printed in the 
Gazette.  The motion was approved. 
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was present by 
Deanna Kojder.  The Treasurer’s Report was filed for audit. 
Sunshine Report: None 
Correspondence:  Orin summarized several e-mails he had 
received or sent: 

a. E-mail from Tryna stating that the website had 
been updated and that she had received a call 
from Dan Harper, Western Area Representative, 
telling her that he really enjoys reading our 
Gazette and that is the best and most complete 
newsletter he gets.  Thanks to Augie for all his 
hard work on the publication. 

b. E-mail from Orin to WIT Office stating his 
concern about the content of the new version of 
the WIT Club News.   

c. E-mail from Orin to Connie Norton, CA State 
Club President, about our Chapter name being 
incorrect in the State Club meeting report in the 
WIT Club News. 

d. E-mail from Art Schipper, VP CA State Club, 
stating that the error in the Chapter name was his 
and he apologizes for the mistake. 

Old Business:   
a. Website has been updated to include Range RV.  

Website has the October outing as being at 
Riverview rather than Ridgeview as in the 
Gazette.  Location needs to be corrected. 

b. Please submit any photos that you might want to 
see on the website to Tryna.  Size should be 380 
x 285.  Don’t send until after May 4. 

c. Chapter of Excellence submission has been 
mailed. 

New Business: 
a. If members would like to collect soda can pop 

tabs for donation to one or more charities,   

b. Please begin saving them.  Orin will store them 
(when he gets back from his trip) and we can 
decide at a later date which organization(s) we 
will make our donation(s) to.  A motion was 
made by Frank and seconded by Paula that the 
Chapter begin collecting soda pop tops to be 
stored for future donations.  The motion was 
passed. 

c. Deanna will contact Badges R Us about concerns 
and pricing for name badges. 

Adjournment :  The meeting was adjourned at 3:31 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Orin Gilbertson, Secretary 
 
                       
 
                    2009 CLUB SCHEDULE 
  
 DARK JUNE THRU AUGUST 
 
September 17- 20 Adalanto RV park Adalanto, CA 
WM: Marjorie Morrison 
  
October 15-18 Ridgeview RV Resort Bullhead City, 
AZ.  WM: Just’s / Athy’s 
 
November 12-15 Calico KOA Yermo, CA  
WM: Frank & Deanna Kojder 
 
December 3-6 Executive Board TBA 
 
 
            Recipe of the month 

 
Barbecued Chopped Ham Sandwich 

 
INGREDIENTS 
1c Heinz ketchup 
1c coke-use only coke Classic Coke 
1 pound(s) thinly sliced or chopped ham 
4-6 sandwich buns 
 
Directions 
Combine first three ingredients and stir over low heat until 
heated through. Serve on sandwich buns. Makes 4 to 6 
sandwiches, depending on how you pile it on. 

 
 

                         
                           



   
                         Some Highlights of the outing 

 

 
Frank & Deanna won door prize 

 

 
                        First place bean bag base ball 

                   
                           Music too loud cant here you 

                  
                         Think we should dance 
 

              
                        WHERE’S THE COFFEE  
 

 
 

Notes from the presentation by Paul  
Smith of 3 T’s RV in Lake Havasu.  This 
was given at the Southwest Regional 
Rally in Las Vegas. 
ODORS--Most odors come from the grey water tank not the 
black water tank.  “Stuff” grows on the top inside of the tank.  
To clean, use Tide powder (not liquid) in the amount that you 
would use for a load of clothes.  Fill the tank about 2/3 full 
and drive the RV around about 2 hours.  Empty the tank and 
refill with clear water at least twice and empty to rinse the 
soap out.  The odor should be gone.                                        
 
TIRES 
 When your tires are four years old, 
you need to decide if it is time to 
replace them.  By now tires are 
usually cracked.  The inside rear 
duals are critical. 
When you purchase tires, make sure the tires have 
been manufactured in the last 30-60 days.  Sometime 
the tires have been in the store for a long time and you 
should not purchase them. 
Tires need to be clean to allow the 
rubber to breathe.  This extends their 
life.  Clean with an SOS pad.  Use no 
silicone on the tires. If your tires 
are wearing well, do not rotate. If 
they are wearing, move the two front 
tires to the right rear and move the 
right rear tires to the front. 
To be sure that you have the correct 
tire pressure, the rig needs to be 
weighed filled with everything you 
would take on a trip including you and 
your passenger.  The weight should be 
for each tire.  With those numbers, go 
on the internet to the tire 
manufacturer web site and you will 
find the proper pressure for each 



   
tire.  The pressure shown on the tire 
is not necessarily correct. 
 
FUEL AND GASOLINE—do not leave the RV 
filled with gas if you are not going 
to use it for over a month.  There is 
too much water in today’s gas and you 
may develop a problem. 
If you are planning on using an 
additive, read the label carefully.  
You may invalidate your warranty. Call 
the RV manufacturer and say you are 
“THINKING OF “ using a certain 
additive.  Do not say you are going to 
use an additive, because if you use 
the additive against their advice, 
they may have noted it on your vehicle 
information and you may invalidate 
your warranty.  
�
When you pull off the freeway do not turn 
the engine off for at least 5 minutes GAS 
OR DIESEL.  The engine needs to cool down 
before turning it off.  If you engine is 
diesel, do not let the engine idle at a 
low RPM. 
Leveling—When parking you RV at home or 
in storage, always put the levelers down.  
There is no need to lift the tires from 
the ground but they should be lifted 
enough to eliminate the side bulge of 
having the tires on the ground. 
 
SLIDES—The seals need to be lubricated.  
Use a dry silicone lubricant.  Read the 
can and test on a piece of glass.  If the 
spray dries clear, it is a dry silicone.  
If it is cloudy, do not use. 
Dry off the sides of the slides before 
pulling in.  Otherwise, the scratch coat 
could be damaged.   
Batteries-- Check the batteries for water 
even if the coach is sitting, especially 
if you keep it plugged in.  House 
batteries are charging when you are 
plugged in.  When you are going down the 
road, all the batteries are charging. 
To test whether your batteries are good, 
feel the sides of the batteries.  If one 
is warm or hot, it may be a bad battery. 

NOTES TAKEN BY: DEANNA KOJDER                      

                        

 RECOMENDATIONS FROM BARB SMITH AT SWRR 
         MOTORHOME CLEANING PRODUCTS 
 
Arm & hammer Soap Scum Remover 
 General bathroom cleaning, toilet, shower stall, kitchen 
sink, just about anything inside the coach. 
 
Sprayway Glass Cleaner 
Kitchen sink, mirrors, windows, vinyl flooring. 
 
Dove bar soap 
Leather furniture, dashboard. Wet a soft rag, lather with 
soap, and wipe off leather, dry with terry towel. No rising 
needed. 
 
Mr clean Magic Eraser 
Dampen and wipe off leather, scuff marks on floors, 
bathroom fixtures. 
 
Resolve and Spot Shot 
Carpeting general cleaning. 
 
Energine Spot Remover  
Grease/oil on carpeting Note: difficult to find 
 
Mr Clean  
Vinly flooring, ceramic tile floors; do not use 
vinegar/water on ceramic, do not seal grout. 
 
Soft Scrub with Bleach, Scotch-Brite Heavy Duty scrub 
sponge. 
Corian-type and corian countertops, anything which needs 
scouring, aluminum can marks in refrigerator, white 
sinks. Use with Scotch-Brite sponge on countertops (not to 
be used on high gloss Corian in Vectra/Horizon. 
 
Guardsman Furniture Wipes 
Wood surfaces, furniture, cabinets. 
 
Simple Green 
Vinyl floors strips near ceramic tile. 
 
3M Silicone Lubricant Dry Type 
Slide out seals, any thing that Squeaks 
Insta-gone 
Marks on fabric ceilings, Available from web site (stain-
remover.net ) for $8.00/ bottle. 
   
Thanks to Barb Smith for the information. 
 

          



   
 

  To clean holding tanks:  
 Use any powder laundry detergent 
(Tide, Cheer, etc.).  Do this when 
holding tanks are about half full and you 
can drive for about two hours before 
dumping the tanks. Place about 1 cup of 
powder in tanks, divided between the 
kitchen sink drain, into toilet, into 
bathroom sink and into shower drain.  
Run water down each drain to rinse 
powder into the holding tanks.  Drive, 
which allows the powder to form suds 
and swish around in the tanks.  When 
you arrive at your destination, dump the 
tanks.  Fill both tanks full of fresh water 
and dump them again.  This should be 
done at least twice a year, depending on 
motorhome usage. 
Thanks to Barb Smith for the information. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           


